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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 17509 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: SREF, UP. UK (ARUTYUNYAN, SUREN KARAPETOVICH) 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASYLUM BY SOVIET CITIZEN 

REF: LONDON 17332 

SUMMARY. ARUTYUNYAN HAS "RE-DEFECTED" TO SOVIETS AND 
HAS BEEN ALLOUED TO RETURN TO USSR BY BRITISH 
AUTHORITIES, WHO ARE CONVINCED THAT HIS "RE-DEFECTION" 

WAS MADE VOLUNTARILY AND WITHOUT PRESSURE. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. FCO NOTIFIED EMBASSY LATE IN MORNING OF NOVEMBER 13 
THAT ARUTYUNYAN HAD LEFT HIS LODGINGS EVENING OF 
NOVEMBER 12 AND HAD NOT RETURNED. BRITISH SUSPECTED 
THAT ARUTYUNYAN HAD FALLEN IN WITH LOCAL ARMENIAN 
COMMUNITY AND GONE FOR "NIGHT ON THE TOWN." 

2. A FEW HOURS LATER, FCO ADVISED THAT EARLY IN AFTER- 
NOON, ARUTYUNYAN WAS AT HEATHROW AIRPORT IN COMPANY OF 
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SIX SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICERS AND WAS CLAIMING THAT HE 
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WISHED TO RETURN TO USSR. DESPITE PRESSURE FROM 
SOVIET EMBASSY, BRITISH REFUSED TO ALLOW ARUTYUNYAN TO 
DEPART UNTIL HE HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED BY A RUSSIAN- 
SPEAKING IMMIGRATION OFFICER OUT OF THE PRESENCE OF 
SOVIET EMBOFFS. THIS INTERVIEW WAS SUBSEQUENTLY HELD 
(IN PRESENCE OF SPECIAL BRANCH OFFICER, ALTHOUGH THIS 
DETAIL WILL NOT BE MADE PUBLIC), AND BRITISH WERE 
SATISFIED THAT ARUTYUNYAN'S DESIRE TO RETURN WAS SINCERE 
AND VOLUNTARY. ACCORDINGLY, ARUTYUNYAN WAS ALLOWED TO 
BOARD MOSCOW-OUND PLANE AND IS NOW EN ROUTE TO USSR. 

3. IN RESPONQE TO ANY PRESS QUERIES, WE SHALL REPLY 
ALONG FOLLOWILG LINES: "WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED HAS RETURNED TO THE SOVIET UNION. 
FURTHER INQUIPIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE FCO, IN 
WHOSE CARE HE HAD BEEN PLACED, WITH HIS CONSENT, ON 
NOVEMBER 7." 

SPIERS 
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